
Reading Practice: YR – Y2
Wednesday 13th December 2023



The National Curriculum for English (2014) aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 
conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.

Application of phonics to reading…

“Reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum,
and it clearly impacts on their achievement. There is
considerable research to show that children who enjoy
reading and choose to read benefit not only academically,
but also socially and emotionally too.” – Little Wandle



Terminology

Phoneme

Blend 

It’s important we use the correct terminology 
with children. 

Grapheme

The smallest unit of sound that can be 
identified in words

To combine individual phonemes into a 
whole word, working from left to right

A letter or group of letters used to represent a 
particular phoneme when writing.

Digraph
A grapheme using two letters to 
represent one phoneme.

Trigraph
A grapheme using three letters to 
represent one phoneme.

Split vowel digraph
A digraph representing a vowel sound where its two 

letters are split by an intervening consonant (for 
example, ‘a_e’ in ‘take’). 

Tricky word
High-frequency words that, although decodable in 
themselves, cannot be decoded by children using the GPCs 
they have been taught up to that point.



Terminology

Decoding

Comprehension

Prosody

The process of recognising the sounds that letters 
make in a word and blending those sounds together 
to read them.

The ability to read text, process it and 
understand its meaning

The rhythmic and intonational aspect of 
speech that manifests as expressive reading. 

Fluency 
The ability to read accurately with speed and expression. 
Fluent readers read words automatically without needing to 
decode.

The ability to rapidly, effortlessly and 
accurately recognise or decode words. Automaticity



• Follow a systematic, synthetic phonics programme with a clear progression 
of sounds which are cumulative.
• Children should read fully decodable books which follow the sequence of 
the chosen systematic, synthetic phonics programme.
• Phonics is the only route to decoding.
• Children must not be asked to read books that require them to guess 
words, deduce meaning from pictures, grammar or context clues, or be 
taught words using whole word recognition.
• Select fully decodable books well-matched to the children’s phonic 
knowledge.
• Children should read books in sequence until they can decode unfamiliar 
words confidently.

Principles of effective teaching of phonics 
and early reading



Matching children’s secure phonic 
knowledge to books…

Teachers carry out assessments and match children to the correct book.
Children should be able to read a book at 90% fluency.



Content: Reading Practice Sessions
• Intelligent practice: Teaching, not listening to children 

read.
• To avoid overloading the children’s working memory each 

reading practice session is designed to focus on a different 
reading skill:

◆ Decoding the text
◆ Prosody – reading with meaning, stress and intonation
◆ Comprehension – understanding the text.

• Reading practice sessions all develop fluency. 
• The same book is used for all three sessions.
• All children sit and read their book whilst the adult moves 

round the table ‘tapping in’ to individual children.



Structure: Reading Practice Sessions
• Pre-read, Revisit and review: Brings prior learning to the 

forefront of the children’s memory. 
◆Revise the graphemes. 
◆Practise reading fluently at least four words from the book.
◆Revise the tricky words in the book.
◆Teach the meaning of any unfamiliar vocabulary. 

• Practise and apply: Practise reading skills of decoding, 
prosody or comprehension.

• Review: Pacey review of any misconceptions, explaining 
what is expected for home reading.



Reading Practice Sessions
We cannot upload videos from the Little Wandle website due to copyright but 
we can give you a sample of these during this workshop.



Reading Practice Sessions - Decoding

The process of recognising the sounds that letters make in a word and blending those 
sounds together to read them.

Structure: 
• Revisit and review: Read the graphemes, tricky words and new vocabulary, and practise 
fluent reading of words.
• Practise and apply: Children read independently, applying their decoding skills.
• The teacher or TA in charge of the group ‘taps in’, listening to each child read and 
checking on their progress.



Reading Practice Sessions - Prosody

The process of modelling effective reading using expression and the
vehicle of comprehension.

Structure:
• Revisit and review: Quick review of GPCs, tricky words and new vocabulary.
Practice reading words fluently.
• Practise and apply: Practise reading fluently.
• Model reading: Teacher models reading with intonation, expression and
emotion.
• Copy me method is used to teach prosody over double-page spread.
• Children read the book, with expression on the pages that they have practised.



Reading Practice Sessions - Comprehension

Structure: 
• Revisit and review: Quick review of GPCs, tricky words and new vocabulary. Practise reading words 
fluently. 

• Practise and apply: Short session to practise fluency. 

• Comprehension: share the comprehension focus, which could be: 
◆ identify and explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction
◆ identify and explain key aspects of events in texts
◆ vocabulary
◆ inference
◆prediction

• Ask questions based on the comprehension focus to assess understanding. 

• Encourage children to use: ‘Answer, Prove it, Explain it’.



Reading Decodable Books at Home

Resources to support reading at home
Harper Collins Website – Click here for ‘Teacher Notes’ and
‘Word Lists’

https://collins.co.uk/pages/collins-big-cat-little-wandle-letters-and-sounds-revised-books


Helping your child to sound-talk and blend

Find these 
guides here

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


GPC cards
(Little Wandle at home first phonics flashcards)

Resources and extra support at home
Practical games

with everyday 
objects...

Online games:

Phonics PlayClick here for videos 
on how to use these

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Little-Wandle-Phonics-Flashcards-Reception/dp/000856373X/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=29JDWH12WA683&keywords=little+wandle+picture+cards&qid=1696966303&s=books&sprefix=little+wandle+picture+card%2Cstripbooks%2C105&sr=1-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources
https://collins.co.uk/pages/little-wandle-at-home


Celebrate your child’s achievements!
After the children have read their book in the Reading practice sessions, it should go home for 
the children to practise their independent reading. They should be able to read this book 
fluently and independently – be proud and celebrate!

You can date and initial when you’ve read with your child at home.
Feel free to write a comment about their reading at home!



Keep-Up Interventions

(YR, Y1 & Y2)
Wednesday 10th January

Upcoming Workshops…

Reading for Pleasure

(YR, Y1 & Y2)
Wednesday 7th February

These will be at 9am in the 
school hall. Please enter via 
the atrium doors.



Thank you for attending the workshop.

Please complete the feedback form:

Feedback


