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Identifying River Hazards

S.C.

I can plan a poster promoting river safety.

I can use imperative (bossy) verbs to help to make my safety 

message clear.



Why do we need Safety Posters?

Although visiting rivers and canals (waterways) can be an 

exciting or relaxing day out, waterways are surrounded by 

hazards and can be dangerous places if people do not obey 

basic safety rules.

In order to really enjoy being on, in or around waterways, people 

must be aware of, understand and obey these rules.

One way to get our safety message across to everyone would be 

to create a safety poster which clearly shows and describes the 

hazards and how to avoid them and we are going to use 

IMPERATIVE (bossy) VERBS to help to make our message 

clear.



Look at this poster which is telling people 
about the dangers of sunburn.  Can you 

circle the imperative verbs they have used?



Did you get them all?



What is the slogan?  Is it catchy and direct?



Catchy and direct slogan.



Planning our poster

You are going to use the plan (L3 Activity Sheet either Intro or Challenge 

Level) to work out what you want to include in your Poster.  

You might design your poster with a central picture and text boxes around 

the picture giving safety rules or you might like to put pictures to illustrate 

each rule with an adjoining text box.  However, your poster will need a 

good slogan in large letters either at the top of the poster, at the bottom or 

somewhere in the middle – it’s up to you!

Your pictures can be hand drawn and coloured, cut from magazines 

(check with the person who owns the magazine first!) or copied from the 

internet.

Have a look at the plan to see what your poster will need and click on for 

some ideas.



Slogans

Your poster will need to have a catchy, informative slogan.  Here are 

some examples – either magpie these or make up your own!

SAFE - STAY AWAY FROM THE EDGE.

RIVER RULES KEEP YOU SAFE

RIVERS ARE SAFER WHEN YOU KNOW THE DANGERS!

RIVER SAFETY SOLUTIONS!

IF YOU OBEY THE RULES, YOUR RIVER ADVENTURE WILL BE 

COOL!

RIVERS CAN BE FUN, JUST DON’T RUN!

COOL KIDS FOLLOW THE WATERWAY RULES!



Introductory Paragraph

Your Introductory Paragraph should introduce that your Poster is 

talking about River/Waterway Safety.  Jot down some ideas on your 

plan for why people might visit a waterway:

• Relaxing by a river with a picnic

• Water sports

• Paddling on a hot day

• Fishing

• River beast hunt

• Etc.



Safety Paragraphs / Text 
Boxes

Look at the work you did yesterday on identifying hazards (and 

there are some other ideas at the end of your plan) and choose up 

to 5 to focus on in your poster and jot down some bossy verbs for 

each one and some ideas about the hazard and how to avoid it.

You can use the Intro Plan if you would like to and just focus on the 

three headings that are already on the plan.

Up to you!



Presentation

Have a think about how you are going to present your poster and 

jot them down in this section.

i.e.

Main picture with text boxes;

Small pictures with text boxes;

River shape with text boxes;

Or ……..?



Tomorrow and Friday you will use 
your plan to write and illustrate your 

poster!  Have fun planning!

Look below and on the next page for some sample posters (but 

remember that you poster is about waterways (rivers and canals)!



Check out the 
bossy verbs in 
these posters!


