How did Jesus' teaching challenge people?
I can describe the impact of Jesus' parables on how Christians live

Read the following parables.

e Underline each reference to money
e Compare what you have found. What is the same? What is different?

CHALLENGE

e Which words are challenging?
e Who would they have been challenging for?

Do you agree with Jesus' view of money? How does Jesus' view differ fo yours?

Matthew 6:19-21

Treasures in Heaven

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 2° But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do
not break in and steal. ! For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matthew 19:24

24 Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

Mark 12:41-44

The Widow’s Offering

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the
crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in
large amounts. 2 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins,
worth only a few cents.

43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put
more into the treasury than all the others. ¢ They all gave out of their wealth; but
she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.”



Matthew 25:14-30

The Parable of the Bags of Gold

14“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his
wealth to them. * To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one
bag,l each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. ¢ The man who had received
five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 1" So also,
the one with two bags of gold gained two more. *® But the man who had received one bag went
off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.

19«“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them.
20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you
entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’

2! “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

22“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with two
bags of gold; see, | have gained two more.’

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; [ will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

24“Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘I knew that you
are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not
scattered seed. 2° So | was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is
what belongs to you.’

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not
sown and gather where | have not scattered seed? 2’ Well then, you should have put my money
on deposit with the bankers, so that when | returned | would have received it back with interest.

28¢¢So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 2 For whoever
has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what
they have will be taken from them. *° And throw that worthless servant outside, into the
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
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