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Aim: To be able to subtract on a number line to 
help solve a problem.

I can count back on a number line.
I can say how many spaces/numbers I jumped 

back.



Starter:

Halve each of the numbers below:

2 12

8 18

6 16

Example:



Today, you will be using your number lines 
to help you solve a problem.

Quick recap: How do you count back on 
the number line?

Example:



Can you think of 2 numbers that 
could be used to complete this 
number sentence? Use the 
number line to help you.

? - ? = 12

Write your idea down and explain to 

someone how you worked it out.

How many different ways are 

there to complete the number 

sentence? 



Activity:

See activity sheet.

• (Home learners: If you needed more practise with 
counting back yesterday, you can chose to do the 
missing number activity that was set for Tuesday 
instead.)



Finally:

.
Bob thinks that if he subtracts 5 from 17

on the number line, he will land on 13.

Do you agree? Prove it!


